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SOUTHLAND COLLEGE PREP CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
2018-2019 COURSE SYLLABUS  
Honors / American Literature 

 
Teacher: Mrs. Kristen Cornell     Phone: 708-748-8105 
Room: 319 & 202      Email: kcornell@scphs.org 
 

I. Course Description 
This is a full year, 1 credit course required for graduation.  
 
The purpose of American Literature is three-fold: 
 1) To master certain grammatical material that will aid in the discussion of  
  composition 
 2) To continue a systematic approach to writing 
 3) To identify certain literary concepts in a variety of literary genres 
 
A successful student in this course will develop and refine his/her writing, reading, 
and speaking sills. Students will utilize a systematic approach to writing and analyze 
various literary genres to identify and explore literary devices, historical/ societal 
influences and universal themes across literature. 
 
This integrated experience, which is based on American Literature and relative 
nonfiction texts, will provide tenth grade Language Arts students the opportunity to 
expand and polish reading, writing, research, technology, listening, viewing, and 
speaking skills while studying a variety of genres. Active and close reading 
strategies, process writing and higher order critical thinking skills will be utilized to 
analyze and interpret reading selections from specific time periods. Students will 
connect to their own lives while demonstrating proficiency of the writing process 
thorough narrative, reflective, descriptive, persuasive, literary analysis, and 
research writing. Students will demonstrate effective use of the technology used for 
communication through a variety of presentation formats.  
 

II.       Course Goals 
A.  Common Core Reading Anchor Standards: analyzing key ideas and details, 
 interpreting an author’s craft and structure, integration of knowledge and 
 ideas through evaluation and expanding a student’s range of reading level 
 complexity within American Literature.  
B.  Common Core Writing Anchor Standards: creating pieces of various types 
 and process, researching to build and coherently presenting knowledge and 
 expanding a student’s range of writing.  
C.  Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards: prepare for comprehension 
 and collaboration in a range of settings, present knowledge and ideas.  
D.  Common Core Language Anchor Standards: demonstrate command of 
 Standard English conventions, analyze knowledge of language and how it 
 functions in reading, writing and listening and demonstrate vocabulary 
 acquisition and use.  
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Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 Act on creative ideas to make a tangible and useful contribution to the field in 

which the innovation will occur.  
 Reflect critically on learning experiences and process.  
 Identify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and 

lead better solutions.  
 Be open and responsive to new and diverse perfectives; incorporate group 

input and feedback into the work. 
 Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work and understand the real 

world limits to adopting new ideas.  
 View failure as an opportunity to learn, understand that creativity and 

innovation is a long term, cyclical process of small success and frequent 
mistakes. Work effectively in a climate of ambiguity and changing priorities.  

 Utilize time and manage work load efficiently.  
 Monitor, define, prioritize and complete tasks without direct oversight.  

 
III. Instructional Philosophy  

The purpose of this course is to practice reasoning with purpose and writing with 
thought. American Literature is a continuation to the kind of critical and literary 
thinking that will take place throughout high school. As your teacher, I believe that 
proper communication skills can help drive your individual successes. With that, my 
goal is to instill proper communication skills into daily practices so that students can 
advocate for themselves, their education, and their future. Throughout the year, I 
will teach these communicative devices as we learn about the many different 
structures, purposes, and meanings of the literature and writing we are faced with. 
Your effort, your preparedness and your participation are expected each day, and in 
return, you can expect me to deliver high quality instruction. Together we will 
revise, critique and challenge one another as we engage in learning.  
 

IV. Course Readings 
A Lesson Before Dying, by Earnest J. Gaines (summer reading) 
The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Crucible, by Arthur Miller  
Kindred, by Octavia E. Butler 
The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
My Perspectives American Literature Textbook  
 
*This list does not include other nonfiction and fiction texts, which will be used to 
supplement each unit. 
 

V. Major Course Projects and/or Assignments 
Each novel unit will include the following: 
 

A. End Unit Projects/Presentations for Major Works of Literature: These projects 
require literary analysis and critical thinking. 

B. Grade Level Skills (reading, writing, and critical thinking): Pre-Tests, Semester 
Exams, Final Exams, Interim Assessments 
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C. Reading: This is a large component of English; we will read in in class to 
model reading strategies, and you will be required to read outside of class. 
Success in this course depends on your diligence in reading the assigned 
materials.  

D. Written Assignments: Creative Writing, Extended Response, Literary Analysis, 
Persuasive Essay, Expository Essay, Argument Essay 

E. Novel Tests (multiple choice and written response) and Regular Quizzes: You 
can expect these for each unit/ reading 

F. Bi-Weekly Vocabulary and Grammar Quizzes, plus Cumulative Tests: Each 
week you will be responsible for vocabulary words and specified grammar 
rules. You will be assessed every other Thursday. 

G. Daily Class Participation: Three daily points are comprised of being on time, 
being on tasks, and bringing all tools to class. These points will be added to 
Powerschool by Sunday evenings.  

 
VI. Assessment Plan 

Point Breakdown/ System? 
Each assignment will receive from 5-200 points. Types of assessments: 

a. Quizzes   5-20 points 
b. Tests    50-150 points 
c. Projects/presentations 30-100 points 
d. Homework   5-40 points 
e. Class Participation  9-15 points (per week) 

 
Grading Scale 
Letter grades are calculated using the Southland College Prep grading scale as stated 
in the Student/ Parent Handbook. It is as follows: 
 

Grade Scale Description 
A 93-100% Exceeds Expectations; Independent learner; superior work; all work 

completed on time at an exceptional level of quality and effort 
B 87-92% Meets Expectations; Semi-independent learner; above average work; 

all work completed on time; did quality work with few flaws 
C 78-86% Passing but does not meet some standards; Dependent learner; 

average work; most completed on time showing average effort 
D 70-77% Passing but only meets minimum standards; Dependent learner; 

average work; most completed on time showing average effort 
F <69% Failing; does not meet minimum standards or expectations 

 
Grading Policies 
Grades will be posted to PowerSchool at least once a week. The frequency may 
increase as assignments are graded and recorded in the grade book. Please keep in 
mind that assignments may not be graded immediately upon receipt. Quarter grades 
are calculated on a points earned divided by points possible calculation; therefore, it 
is in your best interest to attempt every assignment that comes your way and put 
forth full effort.  
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Students do not receive credit for the class unless they have a D or higher. Students 
who exhibit consistent effort and positive attitudes will be able to excel.  
 
Calculation of Semester Grade 
1st /3rd Quarter grade 40% 
2nd /4th  Quarter grade 40% 
Semester Exam  20% 
Final Semester Grade 100% 
 
Re-Do Policy 

A. Students will be given an opportunity to redo major course projects and quizzes to 

meet standards.  The student must show that effort has been made to improve.  

The redo opportunity will be rescinded if a student does not show effort or abused 

redo opportunities.  

B. If a student chooses to redo an assignment or quiz, the highest grade will be 

given.  Deadline will be given for redo work.  If the student does not meet the 

redo deadline, the opportunity will be rescinded. 
 

VII. Course Requirements 
A. Materials: Each student must bring the following to class daily: 

1. Pens or pencils 
2. A single subject spiral notebook (for Engish class only) 
3. A pocket folder with assignments and references 
4. Current novels/ readings 
 

B. Daily Expectations 
1. Respect everyone, every day 
2. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
3. Come prepared to class every day. 
4. Refrain from speaking when the teacher or others are speaking.  
5. Practice integrity and be an advocate for your education.  

 
C. Absence and Tardy Policy 

As per the Southland Student Handbook, absent students have two school 
days to make up all missing assignments. In the case of extended absence, 
other arrangements may be made. It is the student’s responsibility to 
schedule a time to discuss missing work.  
 
In the case of planned absences (such as a family vacation), students are 
required to collect all assignments before their last day, which will be due the 
first day of return. 
 
Any students who are tardy to class should enter quietly and get settled. If 
you enter class after the bell has rung, you are tardy, and each tardy will be 
marked on PowerSchool. 
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D. Late Work Policy 
Late work will be accepted if there is an extreme extenuating circumstance, 
with a significant grade penalty. Students are expected to complete 
homework and projects on time. Late work will not be collected past the 
quarter it is due.  
 

E. Requesting Teacher Assistance 
Part of being a self-advocate is seeking help when it is needed. While I will do 
my best to identify those who need assistance, students should form the 
habit of active earning by asking questions or requesting help when it is 
needed. If further instruction is needed, time before or after school can be 
scheduled for extra tutoring.  
 

F. Turning in Work 
All work should be completed by the beginning of class on the day it is due. 
 

G. Academic Honesty 
Students are expected to do their own work, and only their work, 
independently unless otherwise instructed. There will be assignments, which 
will require work with a partner or group, in which case collaboration is 
expected.  Plagiarism, cheating, copying, etc will not be tolerated and will 
result in a zero credit grade and further disciplinary actions. Claiming to have 
written something that is not your own words is plagiarism. Failing to cite 
sources and/pr provide a citation resources page is plagiarism. 

 
VIII.     Behavior Expectations 
 

A.  Teacher Creed 

1.   As your teacher I will not tolerate any student in this classroom stopping me   

                  from teaching for any reason whatsoever. 

2.   As your teacher I will not tolerate any student in this classroom stopping  

                  another student from learning for any reason whatsoever. 

3.   As your teacher I will not tolerate any student in this classroom doing  

      anything that is not in the best interest of this class or in your best interest. 

4.  As your teacher I will do everything within my power to help you succeed.  

 

B. Classroom Rules/Consequences 

1.   Come to class on time, prepared with all materials and ready to be an ative  

                  learner. 

2.   Follow directions the first time they are given. 

3.   Practice respect for yourself and others. 

4.   Leave your workspace and any borrowed materials in a condition, better than  

                  when you found them. 

5. Maintain a classroom environment conducive to learning and be your own  

                  advocate. 

6.   Always put forth your best effort. 
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To protect all of us, the following sequence of responses to minor rule violations will 
be implemented. For major violations, the severity may require a different course of 
action.  
 

1. Teacher warning/ student apology 
2. Student conference/ phone call home/ detention if applicable 
3. Referral to Dean 
 

C.  Passes/ Use of Bathroom 
Hall and bathroom passes will be given on a limited basis. All students are 
expected to come prepared to class and will not be permitted to return to their 
lockers after the bell has rung. Similarity students are expected to use the 
bathroom during passing periods. Exceptions may apply.  
 
D. Food and Drink 
Food and drink (other than a water bottle) are not allowed in the classroom. 
Classrooms are shared and it is imperative that students respect the classroom  
and all the teachers who use the room.  

 
E. Electronic Devices 
There is a zero tolerance policy for electronics in the classroom. When you come 
to school, turn off and put electronics away in your locker. Please leave them 
there until class is dismissed.  

 
F. Book Bags 
Book bags may not be carried to class per school policy. This shall include large 
totes and duffel bags. Ladies may carry small purses that do not hold or fit books 
within them. 

 
G. Ending Class 
The bells signaling the end of class is considered a reminder to the teacher that 
the period has ended. However, I will dismiss class. Do not get up, crowd the 
door, or leave before I have indicated that you should do so.  

 
IX. Parent Communication 

Strong parent-teacher communication is key to student success in the classroom. 
This syllabus (outlining course requirements and student behavior) is sent home to 
give a clear view of the expectations and responsibilities in class. Progress and grade 
reports are sent home and parents may also be contacted by phone or email when 
necessary. You may reach me by phone at 708-748-8105 or by email: 
kcornell@scphs.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kcornell@scphs.org
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Mrs. Cornell 
Honors/ American Literature 
 

Please sign and return this sheet to Mrs. Cornell by  
Friday, August 17, 2018 to indicate that you have received and 

read the syllabus/ rules for American Literature. 
 

 
Student Name (print) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
I have read the Honors/ American Literature Course Syllabus and Rules and 
understand the expectations, requirements and behavioral consequences for this 
class.  
 
Student Signature _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/ Guardian Signature ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Parent Contact Information 
 
What is the best way for me to contact you? Indicate the best way for me to get in 
touch with you and fill out the corresponding information.  
 
__ Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__ Cell Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__ Home Phone: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__ Work Phone: __________________________________________________________________________ 


